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81: Good afternoon, Janice. Thank you for joining us and our project. 

9J: Good afternoon. 

10I: Can we just start with your full name, and the year you were born, and where you were born. 
11 J: Well, my name is Janice Sachiko. I was Yamane and Bond. I was born in Lihue, in the year 
121941. 

13 1 : Can you tell us where you went to school? 

14J: I went to Kapaa Elementary, Intermediate, and Kapaa High School. I went off to Emporia, 
15Kansas and graduated from Kansas State Teacher's College in Emporia, Kansas. 
16Can you tell us who inspired you when you were young? You have quite a history of 
17volunteerism, and you've been involved in politics. Did that start early in life? 
18J: Yes, my parents were both very influential. And my mom and dad were active in the 
19community. My grandfather, my great grandfather, started Miura store. And my mom continued 
20there, and with the police station, and Samuel Mahelona Hospital. And my dad actually worked 
21three jobs. He was the clerk for the Board of Supervisors and then the County Council. And 
22prior to that, he was working for the county in construction but then injured his back, and so 
23took the test and got the civil service job. And he influenced me in terms of politics and 
24everything, but he also ran the movie theaters. A lot of people don't know this. Pono Theater, 
25Roxy Theater, Kealia Theater. And on the weekends he worked for Grace Buscher at Coco 
26Palms. 

27And what were your parent's names? 
28Yokiko Miura Yamane and Tooru Yamane. 
29Tell us more about your dad? 

30My dad, he was a very quiet, quiet man. Not easy to anger. He used to ... when we would get 
31disciplined by my mom, he would take us to the middle room, which was my brother's room, 
32and they had a big bed. And he would set us all down and then he would tell us why we were 
33disciplined. 

34 But he was also involved in the community. I remember years in the dugout, keeping score 
35with baseball, and various other community projects. 
36And your mom? 

37My mom was a long-time University Extension — now its called Family Community Services or 
38something, yes, but it was U.E. for a long time. She and my great aunt Masako Ishii were old- 
39timers for that organization. 

40You have an uncle Dean Ishii. Can you tell us a little bit about him? 

41 He was with the Prudential Insurance Company? And he ran for the Board of Supervisors. In 
42politics, those were the years I remember going down to what we called the ballpark rallies, 
43you know, and having tailgate parties, and honking the car horns, and we would go up. When a 
44candidate was running, they would bring entertainers. And so I can remember dancing hula 
45[laughs]. My teacher was Marian Punua, and I did dance with her at Coco Palms in the dining 
46room. So, those were the exciting days of politics. 
47What did you major in college? 

481 majored in English & Speech. And my emphasis, in Speech especially, was in radio and 
49television. I had a radio program called, Hawaii Calling for three years on our campus fm 
50station. And I had, during my freshman year summer, came back here and at the old KTOH on 
51Aukini, I was there as a disc jockey. I would go down to the old Dairy Queen, where the car 
52dealership is now over there, and have a weekend night program [laughs]. 
535:22.8 

54You were also a teach, though, yes? 
55Yes, I taught English and Speech and Journalism, Yearbook. 
56How log did you teach? 
57Twenty years. 



58Anything stand out during those teaching years? 

59Well I taught at Kauai High first, then spent the majority of my years at Kapaa. And then at 
60back Kauai High. I really enjoyed setting up the yearbook at Kapaa HS library. I remember one 
61year when I was having surgery, my gifted and talented 7 th and 8 th graders did the whole year 
62school paper by themselves. And they had the initiative. I think, one of my students went on 
63into computer work. I remember the teachers.... 

641 used to bring my old Apple to school and they'd [students] set it up and they'd be the ones 
65teaching other students. You know, they were really sharp in terms of having the smarts. You 
66give the little bit of initiative and they just ran with it. 
67That must have been really rewarding. 
68Yes. 

691 see that one of the projects — that stands out in your narrative here — is that you were involved 
70in the tobacco coalition. 
71 Yes. 

72Tell us more about that. 

73This was when I was medically retired from teaching. I got allergic to the mold on the books at 
74Kauai High School library. And so I spent three years continual flow on oxygen, 24/7. And three 
75on corticosteroids and then prednisone after I became allergic to all the meds. And at that point 
76in my life, Dely [spelling?] Sasaki who was my supervisor at the Dept. of Health approached 
77me and asked me to come to work for them as the tobacco coordinator. And it was at that 
78point, in the late '90s, where the tobacco coordination started statewide. And Dely hired me, 
79and my job was to bring in community organizations, and start the process for a smoke-free 
80Hawaii. And, uh [laughs] 
81 And what did you do exactly? 

82Well, I think because, even when I was teaching, because I had a rib out and part of my lung 
83out, the school used — I could wear a bikini top — and I would show the girls what lung surgery 
84scars looked like [laughs]. And so they would promise never to smoke again! But I was a 
85smoker for 20 years, and I had to quit. And this was when I was coughing blood up and things. 
86So, I used to those things I think God put in my life to use me in this position. And I started 
87SHOUT, the Students of Hawaii Opposing Use of Tobacco. It was the first statewide teen 
88coalition in Hawaii. And at that time, we organized, we got grants, we actually went into stores, 
89restaurants, and asked them to become smoke-free. And a former colleague, James 
90Yamamoto helped us devise — you still see it on restaurant doors and things — the no-smoking 
91sign. And we took pictures from — I have it all here in the albums — when we would go into the 
92restaurants and have a meal and ask them if they would consider being smoke-free. And what 
93happened was the waitresses would the owners "Please go smoke-free. We're tired of the 
94environment and cleaning ashtrays, burn holes in the carpet, and the chairs." And so, it was 
95very easy for the owner then to say yes, we would go smoke-free. 
96So, Kauai, actually with the County Council, became smoke-free before the state. 
97What year was that? 

98This was in the '90s, I believe one says it was designated prohibited in 2002. But we took 
99about two years, I think, to actually get this done. And we lobbied for the smoke-free 
lOOrestaurants. We had a fight with some of the restaurant owners. But we set parameters and 
lOlyou had to be enclosed or have three-sided areas, kind of, with roof and enclosures to go be 
102smoke-free. 

103You did quite a bit of work with the students aside from SHOUT. There was — urn, you took 15 
104teens around the state. Tell me more about that? 
10510:28.9 

106Yes. Well, if you remember TRUTH, the truth organization, they commercials on TV. They 
107would really drastic commercials like body bags and everything. And the first TRUTH summit 
108was in Seattle, Washington. There were 15 teens from around the state that I accompanied to 
109there. They had their own trainings and everything and the advisors had their own. But it was a 
HOwell-attended event from the nation. But we were special because we brought Hawaii orchids 
11 land we bought bobby pins from Wal-Mart, they gave us bobby pins. And we were designated a 
112booth. Of course, everybody came, the girls all wanted flowers in their hair. And we gave away 
113little smoke-free things, too, from the state. 
114And you were recognized for all of your effort in this. 



115ln 2001 , HMSA & the drug-free Hawaii coalition gives out the Olopuna [spelling] awards. And I 
116was nominated by then Mazie Hirono, who was the It. Gov. I didn't know that until I went for the 
117presentation and she was the one acknowledging the winners. She stood up there and said 
118that she had heard about my efforts and had nominated me. And... what happened was . . . 
119something that set it up for where I then got also the state co-chair, with Dr. Elizabeth Tarn who 
120is also widely known in the smoke-free world. And went from there for six years to be on the 
121Tobacco Trust Fund Advisory Board for the state. This is where the tobacco companies sent 
122monies to Washington and then they were distributed to the states. And so for the first six 
123years of the trust fund monies coming to Hawaii, we had to do a five-year strategic plan. And 
124we went from island to island, and I was very humbled to be the only neighbor island trust fund 
125advisory board member. So, it was a big undertaking. Now all the Dept. of Health kind of 
126monitors the program area and Hawaii Community Foundation oversights the monies. 
127I see. There's a publication that came out of all of this work. 

128Yes [holds up booklet] this is called "Smokers Talk" and this came about when some of us 
129decided we would write our stories. And the first two were grant monies that the teens wrote 
130for. And following the two printings, would distribute this every year, especially in November for 
131the Great American Smoke-Out, in January when people made their resolutions. And after that 
132four printings, I've paid for the publications myself. I have found that this book . . . I've only 
133gone to print as more people write stories, so with James I can lay it out and print again. Some 
134of the people who have written have since passed on with lung cancer. One friend of mine who 
135wrote, he said he had quit when he started to cough blood up, too. But since his writings, he 
136has developed cancer, but he is a survivor now. So there are many people who have written in 
137this book. You might call it their testimony, who are now smoke-free. And I never realized how 
138much the influence of this booklet was until I was turning on a roadside, and this truck pulled 
139up and this couple thanked me. And I asked them, what for? The wife was driving and the 
140husband said he has quit smoking. The wife said, "Your booklet that you gave helped us to 
141decide to quit." The daughter, she was a young child, had asked them to quit smoking. And so 
142because of reading the stories, and knowing for themselves that they had a young child, they 
143quit. And I've got so many stories. I've gone into schools with even coloring books. And for a 
144while the state didn't want to do coloring books. But I can remember a father who came up, 
145said I had been to the school and distributed the coloring books and the child had come home 
146and asked the father to quit. And that's all it takes sometimes, is for the child to ask the parent 
147to quite smoking. And to give them long life. So are some of the things that I've been quite 
148proud about being able to say, if nothing else, I've been able to help somebody else. 
149And where is that book available? Through the Health Department? 
150Yes. There are many agencies now. If you go to the anti-drug office with Teresa Cokie 
151[spelling?], they have a lot of information, not only about smoking but about ice and other 
152drugs. 

153That brings me to another publication that you wrote. 

154Yes [laughs]. Actually I didn't write this. I might have written the preface. This is the collection 
155and I'm not an ice user. But this came about three years after I had my first infant who was 
156drug-withdrawn. And because of this little girl — I didn't want to adopt her — but she had three 
157other siblings and they went to the family who . . . they had fostered the children's mother. And 
158that's where she wanted them to go. But because of her, I put out a call for stories of those 
159who were affected by ice. The first story I got was not from an ice user but by a mom, a wife of 
160a substance abuser. She was crying out to her husband to quit and how it affected the 
161children. I had a part, a little part in her life, following the story. There were others who wrote 
162and submitted. I can remember a friend of mine who asked if it was too late to submit a story 
163and I said, what story? And he said, the one on ice. And I said, I didn't know you were on ice, 
164and he said, "Neither did my wife. And I was on it for three years and discovered and. . ." 
165That's when he said he put his life in Christ hands and then just turned around. There's Helen 
166who wrote in this story, she was a beautiful women, grandmother, in fact. So, you don't have 
167that picture of a drug user. She was able to overcome. Some of the people who have written in 
168here, I really treasure their writings because a lot of people don't want to write their stories 
169'cause they're afraid, they're afraid they're going to fall back. I mean smokers can tell you how 
nomany times they tired to quit smoking, you know, and fallen, [laughs] If you've read my story of 
171going through the trash in the kitchen, trying to find even a butt. That's when it came and really 



172hit me that I was addicted. So for these people to share their stories, is just tremendous to me. 

173And one young man that wrote, and he kept writing and writing, I think he has enough for three 

174books. When I took the second printing of this story, of this booklet, he was in K triple C and I 

175was told had I come 20 minutes earlier, he would not be in lockdown. He would have been 

176sitting reading his stories. But he was sent off-island after that. So, no matter how many times 

177you try, you know, and that's why I keep encouraging them to keep writing, to keep trying. 

178 In this one here, I networked with the drug coalition here and Alton Amimomoto. And have 

179put in signs and symptoms and other facts for the drug court. And this ends with the really nice 

180poem. It's called May you be blessed. This was given to me by an author who is writing, and I 

181thought it so appropriate in terms of blessing those who had shared their stories, you know, it 

182terms of the love they had to share will come back to them also. 

183Did you want to share that? 

184 It's quite lengthy. 

185Where can they find that book? 

1861 have it, the anti-drug office has these two, and I think Alton has also at the drug court. 

187Did they get distributed in the schools? 

188No. Actually, I pay for the printing of these because nobody has money [laughs]. And again I've 

189had two printings of these because I've had more stories. I go to the graduation ceremonies 

190and I give them my booklet and a lei, and I ask them to consider. Because, if you go to the 

191drug court graduation, and you hear their stories, they have so much to say that would help 

192somebody else. And yet, I know they may have for wanting to share because they may be 

193afraid that they may slip, but if they share at least what's happening, and how far they've 

194come, you know, I can go to another printing. 

19520:24.4 

196So this is a strategy. Did you think this up? You did this one? The smoking first . . . 

197Yes. 

198And you must have realized the effectiveness. 

199Yes. 

200That's what we're . . . how did you come up with that? 

201Well, because I wanted to — I call her Kayla, that was her name I was given. She has since 

202been adopted, she and her siblings, they have other names. And I was given permission to 

203dedicate this to her. I did this three years after I had her, but also because of what my own son 

204was going through as a drug enforcement agent, because he was a detective in an 

205investigation. He used to come over every day to play with Kayla and wanted to take the drugs 

206off the street. And so, they were, the undercover cops were doing it, and yet because of his 

207own life turned around, I just decided to go ahead and do this as a way, a method of my own 

208way of trying to bring it into drugs here. But I really feel strongly about the treatment centers. 

209You know, I envision a wealthy landowner or somebody who is trying to auction their home off 

210to have a drug treatment center here. And I say this not lightly. Because in the early '90s, 

211through the Kapaa Missionary Church, I started the first group home here on Kauai in my first 

212home up in Wailua Homesteads. I had networked with Hale Opio, and they were at that time in 

213the LORAN station and dormitories after moving from Kilohana. And I asked them what they 

214thought about group homes. And they went from my four-bedroom, three bath home to a six- 

215bedroom in Queen Acres. And when I came back, three of the girls had attempted suicide. And 

216so the couple we had licensed, through the umbrella of the Kapaa Missionary Church, closed 

217up the books and went back to the mainland. I was not able to retrieve anything, including the 

218house plans, all the work we had set about our non-profit through the church. And yet, Mr. Lee 

219with the DLNR had secured land in Kilauea. 

220That's where my late husband Jerry Bond used to go driving through Kilauea to Princeville Golf 

221Course, and said that he felt very peaceful and serene there. And land was given for two group 

222homes. I felt maybe God had stopped that, but I still see the treatment center. Some place 

223where there is lots of land, where maybe a wealthy landowner, or some one who has a home, 

224can donate to a treatment center for our youth. 

2251s there a treatment center operating on Kauai now? 

226lt's not exactly a treatment center. There is, under the Calvary Chapel, U-Turn [?] for Christ, 

227and that's where they take the young men and they go through a program. There's also 

228halfway homes here on Kauai, and they operate out of churches and independent non-profits. 



229So, you want to call them treatment centers, then yes we do have them, but not for the teens. 

230So that's an area that's really important now, especially where teen age suicides are coming to 

231be a matter of grave concern. 

232What would be your message to others about similar work in the future? 

2330hhh! [laughs] 

234Through what you've learned. 

235Through well, with the tobacco, foster kids — I haven't told you about them. I've had 33 children 

236here and in Michigan. Some are sibling groups of three and twos, and drug withdrawn infants. 

237Just to look around and see where there is a need. You can also be a foster grandparent, or 

238right now we have Common Grace at our church and our members go up to Kapaa 

239Elementary School. They befriend a child who may need some special attention. So, there's 

240lots of ways in our community that people can reach out. 

241There's two projects here — Read To Me International Foundation . . . 

242Yes 

243And the Kauai Keiki's Story Festival. Why are they special to you? 

24425:19 

245Well, it would be nine years ago I had a call from the Governor's Liaison's office and it was just 

246about the time I had medically retired to go to see Lynn Waihee with the Read To Me Intl 

247Foundation on Oahu. And so I went to see what it was all about to bring back information for 

248Kauai. 

249[26:06 Break. Cell phone rang. Moved to another tape.] 

250Second tape, 0:20.1 

251 1: Janice, I see that you have listed two organizations that are very special to me: Read To Me 

252lnternational Foundation and the Kauai Keiki's Story Festival. Why are they special to you? 

253Well, they're special to me because I was sent to Honolulu to Lynn Waihee, former Gov. John 

254Waihee's wife, with the Read to Me Intl. Foundation to see how Kauai could get involved with 

255this organization because she had put out a call for the neighbor islands. When I went I 

256thought I was just bring back information. But she started her meeting by reading us a story, 

257and it was such a touching story. It had to do about being a mother. And I sat there, I think with 

258tears running down my face. As an English teacher, I always read, reading to my kids, read to 

259my own children. And I sat there when was the last time anybody read to me. The emphasis 

260with Read to Me Intl. is to read 10 minutes to your child. So when I came back full of material, I 

261said that if they were looking for somebody I would agree to be the liaison for that. And so we 

262met and outreach with various organizations: Good Beginnings, PATCH, Mark Jeffers with 

263Storybook Theater. And I assembled a good group of people on Kauai to do something for 

2640ctober Children and Youth Month, which is celebrated at the State Capitol. And its usually on 

2650ahu with nothing on the neighbor islands to celebrate our children and our families. So, when 

266we met, we said, well, what are we going to call this celebration? And so we came up with the 

267Kauai Keiki Story Festival, and we ran it for 8 years. 

268I: When did it start? 

269Well, this is the ninth year, so it would be 2001 . And Marty Dred [spelling?] was a personal 

270friend of mine, he's a radio personality from Maui, and I had met him when we were doing 

271tobacco. And he's a reggae singer and radio personality. And actually we brought him to Kauai 

272three times to be our headliner. And Leon and Malie, some of you might know them, and Frank 

273DeLima. And we brought Larry Rivera and his family, Booga-Booga, Ed Kaahea (our own Ed 

274Kaahea), and Dave Lancaster. And so we had everything from Good Beginnings, pre- 

275schools ... I remember the first year I ran around the whole island with a flyer to every pre- 

276school, every school, to network and let them know what we were doing. We had it three years 

277centrally in Lihue, three years in Kapaa, and then two years in Hanapepe. And so going around 

278they island they wanted to bring it back to Lihue, and so the last year we brought it back to 

279Lihue, and Mark Jeffers has since taken it over. It's now tied in with Princess Kaiulani because 

280her birthday is in October. For the last three years we've kind of networked and tied that 

281together, closed down the street in Hanapepe, and brought her in by horseback. And she 

282would read stories to the children, and everything. So, reading became very important. I 

283outreached with the Parent/Child Fair also at Kukui Grove mall with reading. I've done reading 

284at King K and various other schools. So bringing reading to the children and to the parents, 

285and you know, training, has been very important to me. 



2861: Is that the longest project you've worked on, because you're still very much involved. 
287J: I've been trying to let go. I've been trying to turn it over. Every year I do a CD with all of the 
288information, the handouts, the letters granting, and things, and so Mark Jeffers is umbrella-ing 
289the project now. But he still has some of the good stand-bys, schools, pre-schools. 
290Have you been able to measure the impact of that program? 

291 Not so much. We kind of estimate, because we have to give numbers to Honolulu, you know, 
292like how many families we've reached, and everything. The greatest impact was several years 
293ago, the Kukui Grove Mall asked me to partner with them with the summer reading program. 
294And this was at a time when the merchants came together, and we devised a reading log, and 
295we gave prizes away, and everything. And I can remember the two little children next door, 
296they're mother is from Japan, and they read over three hundred books in six weeks! I don't 
297know how they did it, but yeah, we had a successful program. And the second year we did it, 
298they kind of backed off, and I undertook it myself. So, they didn't want to continue after that to 
299host it up there. We've not done anything since. 

300You've been so involved in the community. Are there any other projects we haven't asked 
301about? 

302Um, I guess, just politics [laughs]. 
303Ok, we're moving to politics! 

304Well, that's been a passion of mine. I guess growing up I the County Building, you know when 
305we were little, and Dad, we would have to sell cookies, Girl Scout cookies, and things like that, 
306and we would all come to the County Bldg. And he would run around to everybody's desk and 
307lay it down and say, "Gimme five dollars." [laughs] And then standing on the side of the road, 
308waving and everything, and the ballpark rallies, and stuff. But I went to a teacher's convention 
309with Jean Dobashi. I taught with her. And it was there that I realized, "Why had I waited so long 
310to get involved?" I mean, something as simple as the teacher's convention. But it was there 
311that they were deciding to distribute condoms in the schools, and whether your dollar-packed 
312money, political action committee money, should go to buying alcohol. And I went, whoa! What 
313are we doing talking about these things here?! And so as scared as I was I got up in front of 
314this contingency and said, "I've been president for March of Dimes in Kauai, and we don't use 
315the money we collect to buy alcohol. It's either donated or no-host. So I put in my little two 
316cents in, and about distributing condoms, and I realized younger teachers really need to get 
317involved at a younger age. And this year, on the line, with the Hawaii State Teacher's 
318Association, my second cousin Jodie Maeda is the president. It has been so rewarding and 
319encouraging to see these young teachers getting politically involved. You know? So, that's 
320been a passion of mine, and I'm getting older and I need to kind of move away. 
3217:50.2 

322 I started Young Democrats here. This is about 2004, I had three sets of offices and they 
323usually run every two years. And then I started the Women's Caucus for Kauai, also. And this 
324came about after going to the State Convention. And the Women's Caucus on Oahu had just 
325started. So, we started that here on Kauai, calling some women together. And basically, the 
326week of filing, when all the candidates have to file, we called our first "meet and greet," and 
327that was when Mazie Hirono and Colleen Hanabusa were the top two vote getters. And it really 
328made an impression on me that women were up and coming, and you know, could get the 
329votes. So, we started that. Getting officers is one thing, you know, trying to get those with 
330commitment. So, we've been on every two year set, and I'm trying to get younger women to 
33 lget involved. 

332What exactly would they do? 

333Well, you have your president, vice-president, secretary, your treasurer. And usually the vice- 
334president either helps when the president can't come, or takes care of the activities that we do. 
335And this year again, we did a meet and greet, it was a poolside political party, meeting all the 
336candidates, and that was really a nice setting. And then the day of Bernard's last function at 
337Kilohana, I hosted Mazie Hirono here. And Women's Caucus provided the food and everything. 
338And we had about 36 people here to meet her, and ask questions. So, we are trying to gather 
339the women again and bring back Jaylene [spelling?] who is with the Patsy Mink pack, I guess 
340you call it, and talk about the survey that was done about why women aren't voting. So, my 
341thing is I printed out four years ago, six years ago, this shirt that said, "When women vote, 
342Democrats win." [laughs] And that was really important, because at that first meet and greet we 



343had, women were the top two, and so were the council candidates, JoAnn Yukimura and 

344Shaylene Iseri-Carvalho. So, that was, and we have two outstanding women again in the 

345council. So, I would really encourage younger women to get active and have a voice in politics. 

346They do make a difference. 

3471 know you're trying to step back out of all of these commitments . . . 

348Actually, I've had, I've been mentored by a lot of good women. One especially, Jennie 

349Yukimura. And Jennie is getting on, and she's fallen several times. Recently, we had an AARP 

350l_egislative advocate meeting at Aloha Beach Resort, and she fell coming in. And so when I 

351was approached about the first AARP area volunteer coordinator here, I said yes because of 

352the women who had mentored me. And basically my goals is to bring in people 50 and above 

353to AARP for Kauai, especially men, you know? We go to organizations, and the senior centers, 

354and there's more women involved. The men are somewhere else, but maybe they're on the 

355golf course, or watching TV. But we need to get the men. You know, when I had even the sign 

356holding for Women for Neal. If I didn't have the men there, helping get the signs, and with the 

357banners, and everything else, unless I had some really strong women, I couldn't do it by 

358myself. But trying to get the men involved, I mean, actively involved, not just a card member, 

359you know. Then bringing in issues, whether it's social security, or healthcare, different 

360activities. 

3611: So, it doesn't sound like you're turning down projects. 

362J: [laughs] 

363What is your motivation, your main decision-making process before you take on a project? 

36412:28.6 

365Well, first of all, I think people have asked me why do you do what you do? Because I would 

366like to just play with my orchids, and my roses, and my crafts! But I think I changed my heart 

367when I became allergic to the mold on the books at Kauai High School library, and went on 

368oxygen. And you don't, I know I don't know when my last breath is going to be, and that's what 

369motivates me. God has given me life past that, and so I try to be as active as I can so I know 

370l'm still breathing, [laughs] We have so much, I know I have so much that I've been given that I 

371want to give back to the community, to the children. And I have to tell you, I have a book that — 

372Thursday, I manned an AARP table at the Kapuna Raising Their Own Grandchildren, at the 

373Kauai Beach Resort. And it was there that I came in touch again with Wendy Peltiere. She was 

374a foster child. And her story came out in the Honolulu paper. Somehow it came across to me. 

375And there was something about this girl's name that I felt a connection with and through the 

376report, was put in touch with her. And she was interested in going into law enforcement. But 

377she had aged out of the system. And if you know the story about some of our kids aging out of 

378the system, I called her if she would come here and live, because we do have a pre-science, 

379kind of an academy through our police department. And she was interested in being her own 

380foster parent, caring for her sibling. She has a younger sister and a brother. And so she's gone 

381through that advocacy and become her own foster parent for her sister, and now her brother. 

382And she has completed her law enforcement and she is wanting to be a family court judge to 

383be able to help other people. So, yeah ... 

384I: [to the team] Do you have any more questions? 

385I: It seemed that we kind of jumped through. You were a teacher for 20 years. 

386Yes. 

387I: Can you tell us just about that? 

388J: Well, here or in Kansas? I mean, my first job was not in the area of English and Speech. It 

389was in a one-room country school, near Payola [spelling] Kansas. I had all eighth grades and it 

390about killed me in teaching, [laughs]. I had to teach everything from science to art, to music 

391and math. And I can still remember this one class of five boys and they're wanted their 

392attention, and I said sit down. They sat on the floor [laughs] and I said, "Ok. You wanna sit 

393there, you can sit there." I had to snakes out of the well. That was my first year of teaching. 

394And then I went into a half-time English and reading Title 1 program out in the area schools, 

395with English in the high schools. And then came back. So, I've taught everything from gifted 

396and talented, to special children in Title 1 , and I think the special children were my greatest 

397accomplishment, if you might say? Where some of them came to me in the 7 th grade not even 

398being able to read, you know. And taking a music staff and drawing lines and teaching them 

399how to write, C-A-T, and how the difference in printing, C and A and T, and then connecting 



400them as easy as not having to lift your pencil up. And so were challenging times but very 

401 rewarding. Then I would have, I had a Kapaa gifted and talented AP class, advanced 

402placement, lost all of their English textbooks because they wanted to pay for them and take it 

403to college! I really cherished that class because, you know, at least I felt that I gave them 

404something that they wanted to take with them. 

4051: So, the reason you retired was because . . . 

40617:09 

407J: I was medically retired because of the mold reaction on the books. And so when I left there, 

408the faculty and teachers and students cleaned the books of mold. It's a condition that I have 

409that has allowed me to determine places that are not good for me and not good for the public, 

410too. I believe maybe the County Building the historical one has been cleaned up because 

411when I went in there to testify about the four-lane highway coming through Ulo Ko Park, it was 

412where I was having a reaction. And Mel Rapozo was getting sick, and Jay Furfaro, and that's 

413when Mel wrote to the Department of Health and they found mold in the basement. So, you 

414know [laughs], there are other places I could tell you about but yeah . . . I've been chided about 

415being a guinea pig and going around and testing buildings for the Department, but yeah, it's 

416something I don't want to do. 

417I: Like the canary in the mines . . . 

418J: [laughs] Yeah! 

419I: Well, it seems that might have been that life experience for you was so powerful, you were 

420saying you came so close to death. 

421J: Yeah, but its through the ups and downs, and the valleys and the mountain tops, I really 

422want to credit God for being there with me and always providing, you know. And that's why I 

423feel that for me, because of how much I've been given, I can give back to the community. 

424And that's all I want to share with the people who might be listening or watching this, is that 

425everybody can make one difference, if they just look around. It's like when you say about 

426lending a hand, just reaching out, lending a hand to help somebody else out. And my blessing 

427is in there! We met Christie, and I had her when she was 14. And I could have adopted her, her 

428mother had passed away when she was three, her father was in a vet hospital and passed 

429away. And through life circumstances, and children, she went on her way. And last year she 

430called me up and asked me I would be her parent and give her away in marriage. She had 

431three children and her husband to be had three. And so last year, I not only got a daughter, I 

432got a granddaughter and a great granddaughter, because her daughter had a baby 9/1 1 . Yeah, 

433so it was a blessing. 

434I: I can see that family is important. 

435J: Yes. I have two sons, five stepsons, and grandchildren, one in Honolulu — he's 15. And the 

436others are in Georgia and Florida. And that's not counting the foster kids that I found through 

437Facebook. I found some and Brian Fujiuchi found one for me a couple years ago. And I 

438brought him and his wife — they're both medics — and their little girl here. He's now in Germany. 

439And I found his adoptive mother, and his real mother who I knew. So, yeah [laughs]. Some 

440people say Facebook isn't good, but it has connected me to people. 

441 1: Why are you a Democrat? 

442J: [laughs] I'm a Democrat because it's a party for the people! And basically, I know my own 

443personal reservations with the Democratic party because I'm for women's choice, because I 

444wanted to adopt my own daughter, I'm not really for abortion, but I'm for the right for women to 

445choose. And I was a marriage license agent for seven years. But at the end of 2007 I was told 

446that I would have to give marriage licenses to gay couples, and that the bill was going to be 

447coming down. And I said, but we've done all the things, we've had the vote, and we've made 

448the reciprocal benefits, and so, I had already given them six months to upgrade the system. 

449We're still on floppies, and parallel port printers, and DOS, and so I said, you know, I give you 

450six months and December 31 st I was out. But I am a Democrat because I believe in the 

451 programs for the people. 

4521: If I could follow that just a little bit, urn, I'm interested, and this-we go back to your father. 

453 J: Yes. 

4541: And we have your father's generation, and I know that you are fairly well-connected with a 

455number of politicians who used to kind of run Kauai, and the old Democratic party here. And 

456l'm curious what, how you would see, what their values were. Why were they so — well, what 



457were they committed to and why were they so successful? 
45822:29.8 

459J: I would have to say education, first of all, because that was what was instilled in me. That 
460you have to go to college, you know. Regardless of anything else, you have to get a life better 
461than what we had it. And so I believe for the Democratic Party, especially after WWII, because 
4621 was born in '41 , that that emphasis, you are an American first of all, and you are going to 
463college. You are making a better life for yourself, for your siblings. So, I was the oldest of the 
464Miura and Yamane children, grandchildren. And so I had to set an example. And I can 
465remember even passing the UH exam, and at that time to get into the university you had to 
466pass an exam, and being told that you should go to the university because you passed! And I 
467said no, I want to broaden my experience, so I went to Kansas because my high school 
468counselor said Kansas is in the middle of the whole United States [laughs]. So, education was 
469impressed on us at that time. And I think it still is, though, I know for our generation, we've 
470seen where (not always, you know). . . one of my sons is self-taught. He was actually, he went 
471from kindergarten to second grade, and was very bright, and I was told that I needed a pre- 
472school for him by MidPac where I sent him. And so, a lot of our children, sometimes I think 
473we've given free-reign because of what we went through, too, and choices that they have to 
474make. But I think even for now we still place a great emphasis on education. Although the 
475children may not feel that way. 

476I: Anything else, with regard to the Democratic — to the generation of your parents. I mean, 
477education clearly was one of their big goals. They went to extend, not just elementary ed and 
478high school ed, but also university, community college education. But any other, anything else 
479beyond education that you can recall. 

480J: I think . . . you know my word for this election season, especially for Neal Abercrombie, was 
481 "trustworthy." And when I was growing up, this was something that was impressed upon me, 
482also. When you give your word, your word is good, you know? What you do and what you say 
483is important. And so, those are the kinds of values we were raised with. 
4841: And I have one more last question somewhat along these same lines, but Kauai has 
485changed a lot since you were a little kid. And I'm curious about your views on those changes. 
486Whether you think those changes were, have been good, sort of good, or mixed, or what do 
487you feel? 

488J: Wow. Well, some of the changes are good. You know, we have the big-box stores, Costco. 
489Many times I entertain and wonder what did we ever do without Costco? Right now, I'm kind of 
490leery about Safeway, where its been placed. I don't mind another Safeway here, I don't have to 
491go all the way to Kapaa. But the availability of things for us . . . I know that when I worked at 
492my grandpa's store, Miura Store, inventory would come in and like a kid at Christmas time 
493we'd open the box and see. I can remember saying oh, I want this and I want this, and my 
494mother would say, ok, get your box, and I would have to put a box in the dressing room. And 
495everything I wanted, I could put in that box. But at the end of the summer, when I got my 
496paycheck, I would have to go and it was what did I need? And I ended up putting most of the 
497things away. And that taught me a great lesson, because today, in our society, we tend to 
498pamper our children with everything they want. And I kind of flash back to my mother's lesson 
499with that. Some of the things that happened a while back, I still reflect on. When we talk about 
500like the bypass roads, the traffic jams, and everything, up in Wailua Homesteads there had 
501been plans to go — and we use to go back roads up in the Homesteads we could come out at 
502Hanamaulu, we could come out at Koloa. There was the Powerline Road to the north shore 
503that the roads had even been cut and then stopped. And I really feel that these things should 
504continue. We need the availability in case of disaster, or traffic jams or emergency. Things like 
505that. We need alternatives. I think the way island is going with sustainability, and the 
506environment, I think people are coming forward with that, and wanting to preserve our old way 
507of life, that is good. So . . . 
50827:55.9 

509 I: I understand that Yamane family and Miura family? How many other Miuras other than you? 
510J: My Miura side, my great grandpa came as a candy maker. And I went back to Oshima Island 
51 Hast year, and I got their papers, because it was going to be the 100-year anniversary. And all 
512of the immigration forms, and stuff like that . . . 
513I: What was his name? 



514J: My [great] grandpa Miura was ... M. Ha ha! M. Miura story! My grandfather was Jihei . . . 
515but we call him Grandpa J. And my Yamane side was Kani and lichi, and my grandmother's 
516barber chair is sitting there. She was the Kealia camp barber. And back there [points to chair in 
517the room] is a chair that Eve [last name?] covered for me, but that chair is an old car seat that 
518my grandpa covered long ago, in Kealia Camp. And when my son Johnny got it, from my dad, 
519he didn't want to part with it, so I had it recovered. And I have that little thing over there that my 
520dad made, and you should see my garage [laughs]. It's got an old safe, you know the old safe 
521that had glass and screens, it's kind of like a hutch? It's still in my garage, with my table that 
522my dad made for a desk. And my son is not wanting to part with many things, [laughs] 
5231: So you've researched your family history, it sounds like. 
524J: Yes, and I should know my great grandpa's name [laughs] 
5251: We can get it later. Just trying to get what I can for the record. 
5261: Well, I don't have any else to ask. Is there anything more you want to tell us? 
527J: No, but I did want to share, oh! I didn't go into my golf story with you! [laughs] Well, the 
528father of my boys was a teacher, so he did all the musicals on Kauai, and everything. But when 
529he left us, a year later, I met and married Jerry Bond. And even that is a story in itself, because 
5301 met him, and actually he sold me a red hat for my father's sixty-first birthday, and we were 
531down at Wailua Golf Course, and we didn't a red thing for him. But two weeks after I met him, 
532and he asked me out, our first date was with my sons. Two weeks later, he asked me to get 
533married. And I said, but you don't know me! But he said, you have two boys and I have five 
534boys, and you like kids and like kids, and let's take a chance in life. And we did! And two 
535months later we were married. And we were married for 10 years. Actually, he became March 
536of Dimes president, because we had a miscarriage. And he died four years after that, where it 
537rotates to the four major islands. And Dick Johnston had been four years prior, and died in 
538June. And Jerry passed away in June. And it was hard, because now it's all women, because 
539the men don't want to take the leadership! But he was suppose to be the State March of Dimes 
540president, and I started Wailua Golf Course, just helping him after school, and he went on to 
541Princeville. And I was at Princeville. When he passed away, I was taking hotel industry at KCC. 
542And there was a little want ad thing about Wailua Golf Course, and they were looking for a 
543sales clerk. So I applied, even though they knew I had applied for Kauai Lagoons. Prior to my 
544husband's passing, Lawrence had just graduated, he said just do something different. So I was 
545going to apply, and he was going to go on to be a pro at Kauai Lagoons. So that's what I 
546ended up doing, working for Larry Lee, Sr. for two months training, and I was the first 
547employee at Kauai Lagoons to open that. And it's not as exciting as you would think. I was put 
548in a room with all the inventory, and tagging ... 
549I: When was this? 

550J: December 1 of 1987. And in '97, I opened with Kelly, Grove Farm Golf Course. And after two 
551years there, I decided I was just doing that to keep in touch with old friends, and I was not a 
552golfer [laughs] so cut my ties there! But I'd even been asked to go to Hyatt by Poipu Bay, and 
553sit there and take reservations. That doesn't sound exciting, but you can read, you can do your 
554crocheting [laughs]. So, I didn't go there. 
555I: There's too many things to volunteer. 

556J: Yeah! But life has been interesting and very exciting. And especially where the community 
557comes into play. You know, people cannot say life is boring on Kauai. All you have to do is look 
558at all the things that are available in the community calendar, and organizations, after school 
559programs, and yeah ... 

560I: Thank you so much, we're so glad you took the time to be involved in the community and tell 
561us your story. 

562J: I even have a picture there with Sidney Poitier and OJ Simpson. People wanted to buy and I 
563said no way! 
56434:05 



